DEATH   OF   PRINCE   CESARE
But when we were assured that this expedient would be highly agreeable to all sides . . . proud also of so great an honour, we could no longer refrain opening our arms to receive a Prince, the most accomplished and most virtuous, and the most amiable of the Human Race, who only wants to be seen to be admired, and known to be almost adored. ...
We therefore hope Your Majesty and the British Nation will not take it in ill part that we cannot comply with a demand so inconsistent with our Honour and the laws of Hospitality, after our protection once given to abandon to the Rage of his Enemies an innocent and depressed Prince who knows no Crime but of being bom the last male heir to that illustrious family, which for severall ages has given so many great monarchs to the world, and amongst the rest Your Majesty, whose conspicuous virtues and great actions have reflected as much lustre as you have received from your illustrious progenitors. ..."
QUEEN MARY BEATRICE TO THE DUKE OF MODENA.
"ST GERMAINS, 4 December 1713.
" I cannot sufficiently thank you for your letter on the illness it pleased God to send me two months ago, and on the restored health He has vouchsafed me. You let it concern you too much and esteem it at more than its worth, for I am now only a poor old woman (una povera vecchia) useless to the few friends left to me, and far from the only person I would be near, and whose condition continually afflicts me; the hope of seeing it improve being the only thing which makes life endurable to me.
I also see from your letter that our cousin poor Prince Cesare is dead. I pray God for the repose of his soul, and I learn with much satisfaction that he has made your second son his heir, it being only right that those possessions should remain in the family, to whom with all my heart I wish every happiness."
The above letter was not without its dignified rebuke. Rinaldo, who had been her piteous client when she was in a position to help him, who had pursued his own ends without any scruple as to how he might embroil his niece with her only powerful friend, Louis XIV, and who still withheld a part of her inheritance, had now completely espoused the cause of her enemies. "The Queen said," we read in the Chaillot Journal,
447
1713     pared for me, to the dregs."
